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. DON'T look now , but the twentieth century 1s about to dawn on r
california’s farms, It's still very herd to believe, after all the -
| years of falee starts and broken promlees. But it indeed appears |
that farm workers are at last heading toward that point reached 80

‘many yeare ago by most other workers._

IT will still be some time ﬁet;v But.it'how eeeme/olearethat at some
time in the foreeable future, farm workers will have ‘the right to be
represehted by unions, to bargain collectively with thelr employers._
In short, to at last have the weapon they have 80 long needed to .

‘eacape from poverty and degredation.

FOR years, of eourse,"there'e been taik“that-this was imminent, that

the unionization of farm workers was Just around the corner, But 1t

wagn t untiilVest Week that such talk began to sound 1l1lke eomething

other than propaganda or- wishful thinkingo

' IT began on Wednesday WitHVe'brief\éﬁnOuncement from 1os'angeleee
Schenley industries’ had agreed to recosnize the national farm workers
assoclatlion as the sole representative of the workers in its kern

 county vinaeyard, in delano. Negotiatiene on a_contract would begin

- within a month.

THEN, on thursday, that giant of the farm giante, the digiorgio
g L Nl TR,
corporation,“announced-that 1t would

Llow its field workers to

vote on a upion to bargain in their behalf.
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THIS is not to6 mention the most recent farm warker
'etorY; announced on tuesday of" thls week. that was the
agreement of the chris tlan_brothers Wlnery in napa Go

zgeorkersfasso ciation

1gn1flcantly, that came wgﬁ:hout the economic pressures.

wlalch the union had put on her vineyard ownerse

’




;;FINAZLXQ oh;sundéj,'eiéht4thbuééna,cﬁéerihg deméhStratoré'crOWaed'ﬁ o
faréund.the'steps of'ﬁhéiéﬁateféapi£01lto 5ém&nagPa33556 0f 1éws to
glve farm workeré]tﬁbseiiééél*rigﬁﬁs.grante@iother erkers;"
 STARTLING devslomments, these. NéVer befcrériadgé ﬁatigpal firm-of r
.schenley 8 stature recogn*zed & farm worker union. ~Ne§ér beferq
‘had the digiorgio corporation, for yearq the déted foe:of farm |
unionsoj,never before had the huge dlgiorglo_corpcratioﬁ SO.much'as"“
admitted even'ths eXistgnbe éffa farm unidn;g%ﬁnd>dériainly neVeé

before had cuch a show as that capitol demonstratlon been staged

i behalf of - the fqr

/consideaﬁphega

ey, Jevelo“menus Firét, the

schenley agragment,

 THE a&raement as you knaw, marked tbe 1irst victory in the sevan—.

str*ke against

¢ kern and tulare Qounty,grape

growers by the:farm_worﬁershaSSOCiation and the af of l-cio's

agricultural workers organizing committes.

- IT waS'achieved' in large part not bec%pse of the direct‘@ffecus_

by the farm workers associatlon.' For,

sumﬂer,




BUT that'boycott'hnrt;'if'only because it constantly.reminded the
public, whether or not they refused to buy Schenley products...it
constantly reminded the public that the good guys...unionsr churches,
civil rightsﬁgroups...considered schenley a bad guy._ This sort of '
publicity was extremely painful to. schenley, a firm with whet the

public relations people call a good corporate image._ And /%y%ﬁ?ﬁew§yfﬁﬁo

5 8 firm with a well-deserved reputation for fair

: labor-management reletions...in its distilleries and w1neries, where

the workers haé long been unionized

THIS, combined With a very real fear that the ‘teamsters union Jrivers
_who deliver schenley products would Join the boycott—-as they finally
- did in ean francisco Just before tbe strike settlement was reachedm
.by refusing to cross boycott picket lines-eet_up_around schenley 8

: o Ty, -

northern california distribntor by:theffﬂv farm workers

association..othis darkening of schenley 8 reputation plus the

teamater threat finally sent the firm g west coatt negotiator to
e : Bl
confer with JR g the head of the af of l-cio 'in los

angeles county. The teamsters! WeSt_cbast'chief was called in,
The af of l-clo's national director of organization came. And,
- finally, cesar chavez of the farm WOrkersaaesocietion.' Agreement

was reached qui_ckl}r .

| vm : - _
BUT though important for reasons of" precedence, and'“moortant within

the framework of the vineyard strike, the echenley agreement

el

isn't ¢ % Llmportant generally., Schenley, despite the size of',

its other operati;n;, is not a mg jor grower. Nor does it have the
Wb Svcetss) ’
history of violeﬁ“}en*i—unionism common to most large growers°

SRR -,




'ﬁl - FAR more lmportant is the action of the digiorgio corporation° It“‘
| offer to allow its workers to vote for a unlon.‘ But the fact that 1b~'

'botbered to even make the offer alone represents 8 major victory for
WUmwﬂsu L o , S

_farm

e

_ L . e 5 o _
FOR digiorgio is one of the masters of californi;jyérioultural

economy. A&e digioreio g0ess - so .go many, many ‘other growers. For

years, of course, this has meant ‘that digiorgio and @i subordinate

eefq-/‘growers fiercely opposed field unions."

»‘BﬁT, euddenlys‘laet thursday, what:wes roﬁer£~digiorgio eayiﬁg?j
 That farm Workers are entibled to collective bargainins and, in fact, "
-7;7‘should work under union ebop contracts.« That they~should have a
ii””minimum Wage, and be protected by all other federal 1labor laws.

That unionization 1ls bound to come to farms everywhere.

N
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JUST tall, of course. And an. attetpt to kefe'p‘rﬁhé' forces that zerced

S in on schenley of f dlgiorgio.;_ ut ‘e words indicate that digiorgio,[”‘
s too, has seen what g coming. The oorporation will try to hold it off
for ag- long as it oan, and try to see that 1t Jevelops to the
“corporation’ s advantage when 1t does_eome;:>But,eagain, the,corporationf‘.
knovs that iﬁ’s coming, or rObert'diéiorgio’wouidn‘tfhave epoken out,
\‘-'wouldn t have maie suoh’a etrong effort to beat the developments to

r;;  the punch._




'GN the surface, anyway, Lhe offer of an eleotion appears to be an
att empt tp hold off farm unionization,‘ Stress the democratic lmne,
ﬁ&»expresqinq outraée thau schenley recognized the unlon w1thqﬁy

"having an alectionq, Then offer electlons, beinﬁ careful .to attach-

Vﬁ_cdnditions'ciaarly unaccentable‘to any union. .. that any union taninaf"-mnf

part 1n an electlon amree before the election, bofore newotlatlng

a_contract, that the»oontract will not allow the unlon to strikegf

THEN neither recognize tbe union ner hold an electiongo.blamins
othe undemocratlc unionh for)one,ndemanling recognitlon without an
-4'election, and, two, turning down an electlon whlch 1t claima iu

o would WwWin anyway.

BELOW the'surféoe: however, *t'S;beginning"ﬁo appeé? éhat-iigiorgié
may not be all that in31nccre,ﬁrThat'the'corpon»tionfsenseq iﬁ
would he more prohitable to ride into tha twentieth century with  >
the unions than to continue to Wage a battle 1t will eventually
lose° DiGiaraio OLfiCialS, in any case, have expresqed a.
'W1llingness t6 - dig&uss modlflcations of the condltlons attachsd

4o their elect*on offer,_

'LHE most dramatlc of the recent key farm labor developments, of

35” _éfﬁaf&@m. -

gourse, wag that dewonstration in sacramento on sunday...,

people marchlng five mlles to the capitol o be

medt by 7;our thousand more.




IT wes a moving epectacle, certalnly one of the most. moving il've ever
geen. The incredible Splrit devotion and good humor of those who

- led the demonstration is sometimes hard to belleve. These, of course,
are the giriking vineyard workeraggﬁho marched 300 mileg frem

delano under the banners of the_ferm workers agsoclation.

{ of governer brewn_iplnoﬁ a?peaﬁing.at the
capitolerally is even'harderfto believe.  For twehty;five'days'
these people marched, drawing Wwidespread support from just about
everyone but the people who prebably wouldn't vote for brewnﬁ

anyWay.

BUT where is the governor when they arrive? In palm springs, of
511 places. &nd at the home of frank sinatra, of all" people. The
Governor said ‘he had to spend easter with his family. :How.sweeta
But why not spend the day in sacramento, and maybe drive oﬁer to
the c pitol from the mansioh in ome of his limosenes to at least

OR Fry wp GRUEILY  Far Lot SPRwes 7.
say hello?' Nobody asked the governor %0 give up the whole day

with his famlly, much less give up 25 days as some of the marchers
did. £ﬁ§ no one asked him to walk a single block, mugh ,less 300
4m11es° No one asked him to take his family out into z;§25tygﬁf
?m,,auqfvineyard ség work at a dollar-ania-quarter an hour, They

merely asked him to say hello, and 1isten.

BUT though the governor "vaangered unlons, church 1eaders,

CiVLl rights groups, lgfzﬁéls’ democrats, the mexican-american
~community, studen?%%‘iisuppose he made those blg farm corpqpatioﬁs

‘happ¥...happy enough, perhaps, te‘throwehimia little of thet

campalgn money they dole out‘so‘geberously.




. SURELY brown has done alot to help the farm:wOrker..;ndt as mich

- as Efﬂlikes-to say, but mora‘than\maﬁy 5f his detracﬁors fealize.

But neiﬁher this nor whatever politiéal cohéideratidns-may have
kept him away from the rally excuses the fact that by not being

there he unforgi#ably insulbed a marvelous group of people.. Even '
in his most bunmbling moments, governor brown rarelj hés shown such.

bad‘tasﬁe.

BUT thbugh the marchers didn't get the governor_on'thein g1dCees
he says he's 6n,their side, of cbufse.o.but though the marchers

. couldn't even get a greéting from brown,

they HAVE

~7?30ﬁ§-othsr verj impdrtant support; The

galned tisesesrerm

Capitdl'rally, aﬁd7thé march that preceeded it,.made'that clear

gnough.,

& MEW coalition has been formedf”g
'teamstern_unions; civil rights‘éhd church groups; studsnt
groups; and liberal groups 1in génerai; This wésvnot_just'an :
1golated group of farm wbrkérs_of'mexican¥americans_marchiﬁg_bﬁ

'sacramento, It was indeed a caalition, and a powerful‘ohe.

ANYONE who doubts th$t 1t 1s need only look fF the vineyard
strike in’kernaand‘tulara'cpuntieé.  Itk%%¥ ﬁhis_cdmbinaéion'which
has ‘kept that strike.going for 5°,l¢ﬂ§¢%-&ndfit's thi§ dombination
which finally is bringing'?ée;{;§m  5 tﬁéhtieth éentury

‘working conditions




THE mé.rch W&é an iﬂgpire\d tactice. Tt not only strengthened
this combination and gained it new supporters, but it also
picked u.p a great deal of new farm worker support. Farm workers
~throughout the san joaquin wlley were able to leamrn about
vhatts going on in delano, to be shown That they can do the )

game thing, end how.

UNTIL the march came along, tne strlke, despite\

and. the hope it inspired, was, in practical term.; , getting

noyhe re?

BUT if the capitol rally menat what i think it meant, “delano

wz.ll be only the b@glnnlng o:C‘ a movdgent that will “wecs sweep

throurrh Lhe syﬁte s fam areavsav..‘not only un::.f‘y:t.no‘ and
strengthenlng fdrm vokers for a major assanlt bn poverty

-,

and gecond-class Cl‘blzeé'lshlp, but 1.;0 u,n:.fylng ‘,_':a

swengnhemng_ the state's me.:acan-american for a c:.v:u.l

rights dﬁave that 's been far too 1ong' in cominge’

THE o?uidiiqg force behinf this is ée-sa‘r chavez, the dire ctor

of Lhe farm workers aosoc:1atlonﬁ Although his ablllulus as
a4 union leader put chavez in that rare category w:n.t& mcn men
as hh'ry vbr‘idges‘; chavez is 'far more thein j'uvsb' . labér leade'rﬁ
He's doing far more Lhan building a lmlon. He'l S bu:.]d::.m a

cormuun_lty) whose dr:n.ve for equality in farm labor mﬂ be

k one of many drives.




CHAVEZ has carei‘a]ly built on the work of hls predecessors ‘
who, although genergs_]ly falling teo organize the farm worker, |
did lay much of the basic edground work. It was, ai‘ber all, |

‘not chavez' association which started the delano strike, but

 the af- of lwgiots vagricultiiral workers organizing comnitteed

A
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tighlynknit aannr-— associatlon,

M ﬂ’m 'y WM' }(a[ U tet

BUT it was chavez who hadk

oy Amwﬂmw ' o~ _
,gr& sgmertoy  had three-years”experiebce = working togethar as a

0mmumty organ17ation oeforé striking. It was chavez who
taught them not to geak just a unlon contract and better Wages
and worklng conditions, but to seek g better life 1n general,

to work togeﬁther toward first- class cluizensnip° aAf ter threse

years thelr dsvotion o chavez and §~, ' cause is amazing.

 AND it was chavez who sought the outside help’whfch has brought‘ h
N
the strike to. where it is now, ek the help which provided the

] finan01ng and the inValuable Seile

pressures which kept the strikers from the igsolation that

" would have beaten them,

' SURELY, farm workers still have a long, hard way to geo. »Buﬁ the
a‘ﬁ gq % .

» »‘twm

turning point seems to have arrived. If chavez fﬂ~ayww supporters
can keep up the pressure... and there 8 no apparent reason to
doubt that they will.oothey won_t need governor browno They

wol't need anyope but themselves,

##it




